
By now you have heard I will be retiring at the end of September. And 
though it will be so very difficult leaving Bethel, and all of you, Janet and 
I are looking forward to doing some traveling, and doing some things we 
just haven’t been able to do these past years.

As I hope you have also heard, we no longer have a co-terminus clause in 
Bethel’s constitution! Thus, Pastors Kris and Ladd will be staying on here, 
and they are exceptional pastors that we are so lucky to have!

So as I step out of the team, and you move ahead towards the future, 
Bethel’s Church Council will be working on bringing in a (short term) 
interim pastor to help Pastors Ladd and Kris with preaching, baptisms,  
funerals, and leading worship. Meanwhile, the council will also be         
forming a “Call Committee” to begin your search for a senior pastor.

As they get closer to this, you will be asked for referrals and suggestions 
on pastors you may know, or be familiar with, that 
you may want to point them towards.

As most of you know, Bethel has said “goodbye” to 
numerous pastors and staff member over the past 
years. Yet God has always provided for this great 
congregation, and I believe your “best days” are 
not behind you, but rather ahead of you! So please 
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continue to pray for God’s leading and guidance in finding the “right” pastor 
with the right “fit” for the needs of Bethel. And please “stay tuned” for more 
news as it comes, friends!

We will work hard at communicating the best we can. Don’t hesitate to give 
me a call, or our congregational president, Jeff Maki, if you have concerns, 
questions, or comments.

All God’s Blessings!
Pastor John Lestock
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 Visit Bethel’s Facebook page to view more photos from recent events
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L I F E  E V E N T S

		      Bethel offers a variety of options for you to grow in your 	
	                    faith with Bible Studies.
		      Dorcas Gathering: Meetings will resume September 8
		      Mary Gathering: Meetings will resume September 8
		      Ruth Gathering: Meetings will resume September 8
Naomi Gathering: Monday, August 8 | 1:00PM| Betty Goodwin's Home
ABC (Adult Bible Class): Mondays | 8:30AM | Via Zoom                           
ABC strives to promote an atmosphere where all feel welcome to join the 
discussion, there is no prep needed! During the one hour class, members 
discuss the Gospel reading found in the Christ in Our Home Devotional. 
Contact Karen at: kypavlis@gmail.com for information & the Zoom link.
Women’s Bible Study: Thursday, August 4 & 18 | 9:30AM | Downtown        
Engedi Room
Men’s Bible Study:  Saturdays | 8:00AM | Via Zoom                                   
This group welcomes any man who would like to attend.
 Contact Aethan  at hartav@comcast.net for the Zoom details.
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast and Bible Study: Meet at Key’s Cafe on the 
first and third Wednesday of each month at 7:00AM. New members are 
always welcome. Contact Curt at: Truclarson1@gmail.com        
To view Bethel’s full calendar details, visit bethelhudson.org

Baptisms
Brooks Ray Page, July 17, 2022

A C T I V I T I E S
Women of Bethel invite you to be a part 
of the following activities:
Quilting
Friday, August 12 & Tuesday, August 23
Downtown, Fellowship Hall | 9:00AM
Hardanger
Thursday, August 4 & Thursday, August 18
Downtown, Conference Room | 1:00PM
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V O L U N T E E R  O F  T H E  M O N T H

Serve Volunteers at Bethel are those who comprise many ages and stages of life, 
who do so much to serve God and others. This month we recognize Barbara           
Ronningen for all of the ways she gives her time and talents.

Barbara grew up on a farm in Zumbrota, MN and has been a resident of Afton, MN for nearly forty 
years. She has three adult children: a son in Texas, a son in Maine and her daughter lives in Blaine, 
MN. She also has four grandchildren.

Retired since 2011, Barbara spent her career working for the State of Minnesota as a demographer, 
which she says was a very rewarding line of work.

Barbara has been a member of Bethel for more than eleven years and has served in a multitude of ways. She has             
co-chaired the Naomi Circle, helped co-lead Bible Study, been a VBS greeter, served at funerals, assisted with the           
Scandinavian Food Fest, assisted with Adult Education, been a small group leader and prepped communion for worship.

As a resident of Afton, Barbara is also involved with her community. She has served on the planning commission,         
Citizens Business Group for 3M PFAS settlement. She is a master gardener and has served the Northstar Lily Society and 
given garden talks. She also coordinates Afton’s Community Garden and has done so since its inception in 2013. And, she 
also knits prayer shawls for Shepherd of the Valley church, and Bethel.

Her pastimes include her love of gardening and knitting, but also reading and coordinating two book clubs.                   
We commend you, Barbara, for your leadership and service to God and others.

“Well done, good and faithful servant.”
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B E T H E L  H I G H L A N D S  P R E S C H O O L

Grow

School supplies are lining the aisles and backpacks and lunchboxes are getting ready! So are we! The BHP 
classrooms are getting set up and teacher introduction emails with supply lists have been sent! If you did not 
receive one from Miss Missy and were expecting one, please email missya@bethelhighlandspreschool.org. 

Lead Teacher, PT – After Care Opening
Bethel Highlands Preschool has an opening on our stellar team for a Lead Teacher – After Care. 
In this part-time role, you will:
•Encourage, inspire, and nurture relationships with preschoolers, families, and BHP team
•Plan and supervise the After Care Program
•Create planned activities and a positive learning environment 
•And more!

Learn more about this exciting role and how you can be a part of 
the team at: bethelhighlandspreschool.org/career-opportunities 
or call Missy Austreng at 715-381-8254.

UPCOMING DATES
•Wednesday, August 24 - Blessing of the Backpacks - 6:30pm   
at Bethel Highlands Campus
•Monday, August 29 - Back-to-School Night - 4-6pm 
•Thursday, September 1 - First Day of School for T/TH classes 
and M-F classes
•Friday, September 2 - First Day of School for M/W/F classes
•Monday, September 5 - No School

Follow Us! Get up to date information on our Facebook and 
Instagram pages. Head there and click the follow button to ensure you’re a part of our online community!

NEW GROUP AT BETHEL: The Second Chapter
Have you ever noticed that most churches have social activities for young families as well as for 
seniors, while not really providing much for those in the “middle”?  Well, the Outreach Committee 
is forming a new group at Bethel - the Second Chapter.  This group aims to provide social events 
for adults who want to connect outside of church. All are welcome, but we're specifically 
targeting adults (single and partnered) who are in the "middle chapter" - such as those with older 
teens, empty nesters, and those without children. We hope this group will foster friendships and 
build community while having fun! Our first outing will be on Friday, September 9th in the evening 
to Forestville Vines, a quaint and scenic 1897 schoolhouse winery, 3 miles south of River Falls for 
a brew, bonfire, pizza, bags, and wine tasting. If interested, please email Lisa at LBekemeyer@
me.com and she will email you with details closer to the date.

Interested in other volunteer opportunities at Bethel? Please visit bethelhudson.org 
or contact Kathy Jeska at kjeska@bethelhudson.org to learn more!


