
Prepare! How do we “prepare”? The season of Advent is about preparing 
the way for Jesus. During this season we will hear words from the prophets 
in scripture which invite us to “prepare the way of the Lord”.

Many of us love listening to all of the Christmas music, and putting up all of 
the decorations. These, in their own way, prepare us for and point the way 
to Jesus.

We prepare ingredients in our kitchens when we are baking something. 
Recently I baked an apple crisp for the very first time. There were the soft 
ingredients which I needed to prepare ahead of time for the recipe: lots 
of  brown sugar, a great amount of butter, nutmeg, cinnamon, and apples, 
of course. Then there were the top ingredients: (you guessed it) more 
brown sugar, more butter, pecans, and flour. All these ingredients made 
for a tasty Dessert. When our kids and grandkids prepare for things, there 
is all kinds of excitement in the air. You can literally reach out and touch 

it. Our grandson, Beckett, had his bag packed  for 
two days before he  would have a day all to himself 
with Grandma and Grandpa at the cabin. Do you 
know what he did? He was so excited, and so filled 
with joy, that he sang all throughout the day at the 
cabin. 

Are you excited for what lies ahead? It is this kind 
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of preparation that we are talking about, all of the music, all of the decorations,  
all of the ingredients, all of the packing, and all of the excitement. During             
Intentional Interim time we can say that we are engaged in a time of preparation; 
preparation for the future of the church, preparation for the direction and visions 
of Bethel Lutheran in Hudson, and preparation for the calling of a new pastor to 
serve among the staff team here at Bethel. 

An Intentional Interim Ministry “Transition” Planning Team is being invited to 
come together and start  gathering the ingredients; where Bethel has been, 
what you have done, and who Bethel is today, the culture of church and 
spirituality these days, and the needs of the neighbors, generations, and families 
in Hudson. We won’t be baking an apple crisp but all of the preparations that we 
make together as one body, as the church, will be helpful in preparing Bethel for 
what God has in mind next. It is our prayer that you will carve out the time this 
season to breathe, to take it all in, to pray, to worship, and to ponder, to celebrate 
all that God has already done for you in Christ, and is still doing today, to sing 
those favorite carols, and to enjoy the tastes of the season. Thank you for your 
partnership with Bethel, for your commitment to the church, and for your gifts. 
May Christ, Immanuel, God’s peace, be with you. 

Peace, love, and happiness,
Pastor Randy Fett
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 Visit Bethel’s Facebook page to view more photos from recent events

THANK YOU! to all who offered a blessing 
and contributed to the Quilt and Kit Shipping 
Fund Donation of $823 to help get all the 
Quilts and Kits made by the Women of Bethel 
to those in need.
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L I F E  E V E N T S

      Bethel offers a variety of options for you to grow in your  
                    faith with Bible Studies.
      Dorcas Gathering: December 8 | 9:30AM | Downtown  
      Fellowship Hall
      Mary Gathering: December 8 | 1:00PM | Downtown 
      Fellowship Hall
Ruth Gathering: December 8 | 2:00PM | Downtown Lounge
Naomi Gathering: December 12 | 1:00PM| Janet Gavic's Home
ABC (Adult Bible Class): Mondays | 8:30AM | Via Zoom                              
ABC strives to promote an atmosphere where all feel welcome to join the 
discussion, there is no prep needed! During the one hour class, members 
discuss the Gospel reading found in the Christ in Our Home Devotional.  
Contact Karen at: kypavlis@gmail.com for information & the Zoom link.
Women’s Bible Study: Thursday, December 1 & 15 | 9:30AM | Downtown 
Engedi Room
Men’s Bible Study:  Saturdays | 8:00AM | Via Zoom                                      
This group welcomes any man who would like to attend. Contact Aethan at 
hartav@comcast.net for the Zoom details.
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast and Bible Study: Meet at Key’s Cafe on the first 
and third Wednesday of each month at 7:00AM. New members are always 
welcome. Contact Curt at: Truclarson1@gmail.com        

A C T I V I T I E S
Women of Bethel invite you to be a part 
of the following activities:
Quilting
Friday, December 9 & Tuesday, December 27
Downtown, Fellowship Hall | 9:00AM
Hardanger                                                                    
Thursday, December 1 & 15                        
Downtown, Conference Room | 1:00PM

6

Baptisms
Hadlee James Amborn, November 6, 2022
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Volunteers at Bethel are those who comprise many 
ages and stages of life, who do so much to serve God 
and others with a generous heart and humble spirit.

Showing exemplary leadership is longtime member — since 1971 — Cynthia 
Huntley, who has seen numerous changes at Bethel and has volunteered 
extensively.

Cynthia was born in Fargo, ND, moving frequently due to her father’s military 
career. She and her husband, Charles, moved to Hudson in 1970 with their 
young boys. Cynthia’s teaching career started in Osseo School District. She 
stepped away for several years to raise the boys, but ultimately went back to 
teaching at Hudson Middle School in special education before retirement. 
Cynthia and Charles also have eight grandchildren.

For more than 50 years Cynthia has been involved with volunteering at Bethel 
with a cheerful heart. She was the Sunday School Superintendent for 21 years 
as well a teacher, including VBS, and was part of the education committee for 
several years. Cynthia started congregational life, served on the council and a 
call committee, and has been active in the Scandinavian Food Fest.

Cynthia also has had a hand in community volunteerism. She was on the 
hospital auxiliary as well as the community action board. And, she assisted 
with Boy Scouts (all three of her sons being Eagle Scouts). In addition, Cynthia 
and Charles have volunteered several years together at the Medora Musical, 
a family focused event in Medora, ND, near Roosevelt State Park. In her free 
time, Cynthia loves reading, cooking, music and family time.

We thank you, Cynthia, for all the ways you joyfully volunteer and serve God. 
You shine with inspiration by offering your time and talents with your Bethel 
family and community.

“Well done, you good and faithful servant.”

4

B E T H E L  H I G H L A N D S  P R E S C H O O L

Grow

Calling All BHP Alumni! You know the drill… we need you to come and help sing the verses in the favorite carol 
“Go Tell it On the Mountain!” Our preschoolers look up to you and are amazed to know that YOU used to attend BHP! 
Come to BHP and share the stage with them for this tradition! 
Choose a program time (or two):
• Monday, December 5, at 5:30 & 6:30PM
• Tuesday, December 6, at 5:30PM
 
BHP Students Sing in Church On Sunday, December 11, at 9:30am, BHP students will bring their gift of the Christmas 
story to the Bethel congregation. Come hear these preschoolers tell the story in a sweet way! 

THANK YOU! Many families generously donated non-perishable foods for the food shelf during our Trunk or Treat 
event. A huge thank you for these gifts!

KEEP UP TO DATE ON REGISRATION! Make sure to follow us on Facebook / Instagram or check our website for 
registration information and open house opportunities. Registration dates will be set soon for February, and you will 
want to make sure you get enrolled for 2023-2024 school year. See bethelhighlandspreschool.org.

C A R I N G  F O R  G O D ' S 
C R E A T I O N  I N  O U R 
C O M M U N I T Y

On April 17, 2021, the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin approved a “Resolution in Support of Creation Care” that urges all 
members to exemplify personal and institutional care for creation. The Bethel Church Council has embraced this reso-
lution and chartered the Bethel Creation Care Team. The purpose of this team is to invite and engage the whole Bethel 
community in restoring and protecting God’s creation. God has given each of us the role of caretaker of His creation 
(Genesis 2:15). When we love the earth, we love our God who created it, and we love our neighbors who suffer from the 
effects of harm to our planet. 

Our planet is in peril…the warming of the earth’s atmosphere is intensifying disasters – fires, floods, hurricanes, drought; 
plastic is piling up on beaches and in our oceans….  These frightening realities can make us feel hopeless and powerless.  
And, we know that God is at work in us, and in our world. Every action we take now to care for this earth will alleviate 
future suffering. When communities of faith lead the way, through God’s power, we can create a new reality in our world.  
All things are possible! 

The Bethel Creation Care Team invites every member of Bethel to participate in this hope, and take joyful action to care 
for the earth God has given us. Watch for the Creation Care Tip of the Week, articles in Bethel’s monthly newsletter and 
other opportunities to learn more about how you can make a difference. If you are interested in joining the Creation Care 
Team, please contact Pastor Ladd.   

Logo created by Bethel member, Nathan Datt.
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