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Senioy FIRST FRUITS
g&y fﬂ ¢ : Cne of the sectons of the Bible | have been

reviewing recently, are the books of Ezra and Nehemiah.

| would guess these are probably some of the least known and least
glamorous books of the Old Testament.

The Kadidlo-Hall Trio Here, the Hebrew people had finally been allowed to return to their
homelands of lzrael after 100 years of being held prisoners in the
Babylonian Empire!

With Musical Guests

And a greeting from

Bisho P Laurie What they found upon returning was disappointing, to say the least!
Skow-Anderson They had heard fond memories of the strength and beauty of their
country, their capital city, as well as their famous temple, built by King
Solomon. Yet, now it all lay in ruins!
It was at this point that men like Ezra and Nehemiah set about recruiting
and enlisting other returning Hebrew familizs to help in the rebuilding
of the wall, their capital city, and their once-magnificent temple. Their
Octobe 3 reconstruction was slow-going, however. Resources were limited, workers
121 F'F' m | ;‘_‘}] 0 were few, and opponents to this building project were many! Warst of all,
e s thers was a real lack of enthusiasm and commitmeant from the people to
give it “their best shot” and get the job done well!
Finally, when it was obvious they were making wery
little progress and might never succeed, Mehemiah
“laid it on the line" with people. Among other
things, he bawled them out for caring more about
their ocwn households and comfort than they did for

the temple of the Lord! [Nehemiah 11:28-39]
Continued on page 2
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RADIO AND LIWNESTREAMED OMW BETHEL'S FACEBOOK PAGE AND WEBSITE
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR JOHN
Continued from page 1

He suggested to the pecple, if they not only wanted to survive, but to
thrive, they would have to offer God their “first fruits". God had made
it wery clear, he didn't want their left overs! They began to give to God
FIRST, rather than keeping the best for themseles!
Their attitede of trying to get by with giving minimal amounts was not
surprising. We all do that, don't we?
OFf course, we expect God to give us “the best”, or the "first fruits™ of all
God has to offer..."But please Lord, don't expect us to scrape “the best”
off the top of all we have to give to you!”
Use your imagination and dream with me for just a minute: What might
happen here at Bethel if we were all to rediscover the practice of “first
fruits" giving?
Just think of the ministry we could have if we would all give God “the
best” and “off the top”™ of our lives!. . .

= The first fruits of our TIME.... {say even five hours a week?)

= The first fruits of our TALENTS. .[and what we do best?] and

= The first fruits of our INCOME....{if we all gave 10% we would

never have to ask for dollars here at Bethel again!)

Think of the hungry people we could feed, the elderly we could respond
to, the hurting we could counsel, the refugees we could house, the youth
we could reach out to, etc.
First fruits giving would not just make a difference im what we could DO
It would also make a difference in the people, and the congregation that
we ARE!
Ta think., we could resist the temptation to give God our leftovers, and
give God the top priority in gur lves! What a great sense of commitmeant
we could feel!
If wou are not already practicing and livimg first fruits giving, will you
pleasze prayerfully consider making this type of attitude change? The im-
pact will not only change your life, and your faith..but it will have a major
impact on 5o many other lives as well!
Thank you so much for your consideration, friends!

All God’s Blessings!
Pastor lohn Lestock
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What has become a tradition, Bethel
staff members get into the Halloween
sprirt while handing out hot chocolate
to parents and treats to princesses,
superheroes, and all sorts of trick or
treaters who visit the 3rd Street area
on Halloween [2019).

At the time of printing, Hudson's plans
for Halloween this year have not been
announced.

LIFE EVENTS

BAPTISMS

Stanley Earl 5tensgaard, September 16
Emelia Mae Clark, September 27
Jacksomn Paluch, August 30

Paisles o Potoonik, September 27
WEDDINGS

helizsa 5tagg & Brandon Fres

Seandinavian Food Fest

Cue to the pandemic this annual event will not be
held Oct. 16 & 17.
By the time you read this newsletter, we normally
wiould have already made 4000 meatballs, 1675
rounds of lefse, 120 dozen rosettes, and
lzoking forward to workdays making fatbgmon,
sandbakkesls and rullepolss.

Thiz event was special for many reasons, for our
community and fellowship of Bethel members.

What is in store for 20217 No answer for now.

— Lori Jacobson, 2015 5FF, Co-Chair

Friday, October 16 |5 - Tpm

M=n of Bethal . . -
Gralyyour favorile beverage — you are inwited to join fo virtual
BBH viz Toom

Email Pasior Ladd at laddsgbethalhudson.org for the link

—y

September &

Thank you to this month's guest writars for
sharing thoughts and words of encouragemert

about life during this time of Covidld

Our family has learned to glow down during this
Covid erisis Although we greatly missed our
favorite activities, extended family and friends,
we have tried to see the silver lining in what was
gifted to us in place of what we may have given up
We got back to apprecinting the simple things in
life: quality family time, natuve, visiting
grandparents, resding a good book, playing games,
writing letters, relaxing and not being in a rush,
Moet of a1l we grew to appreciate time; having time
to be creative,
complete projects or
to just be. When the [
world rights itself,
we hope to remember  fi
to be gracious for all
the things we missed
B0 much and to bal-
ante it with the gift
of time

- The Wilts

The saying "“God works in mysterious ways" is more
true to me now than it ever has been At the
beginning of the outbreak I felt as though my
entive lif'e had been put on pauss indefinitely.
Thankfully, the fight portion of my fight or
Flight response swiltly kicked in I had two new
jobs within a couples weeks of being furloughed. I've
algo been fortunate to be a part of the New Bong
worship band. It's helped me regain
pome normaley to this very different
lifa around me Hecervtly, I got oy job
back working with children, they're
B0 amaring to be around. I enjoy the
simplicity of playing tag and kesp A
away from the kids, is that &0 wrong? |
Having to balancs my busy work
seheduls whiles still making time for my loved ones
has been hard, but I fesl that this time is meant to
help us adapt to change more efficiently. Psalm 328
states, “I will instruct you and teach you in the way
you should gor I will coumsel you with sy loving

aye on you" I truly believe that God makes every-
thing happen for s resson: I see it in my everyday
life with new information and lessons I learn that
help me grow and be better for the future Times are
tough right now, but as long as we try to stay ona
steady ineline, it can only get better.

= Calls Jenkinson




Corner with Pastor Kris
Facebook Page
Is a place to connect

PSALMS

Join the Rev.Dr. Karl Jacobson
for this two-part study

¥ with one ancther,
talk about the Bible & faith

rvulle=nsawbeusa'd BIBLE STUDY GATHERINGS
Highlands Sanctuary (Socially Distanced) Maomi Gathering: Monday, October 12| 1pm | OUTSIDE
and Streaming Live 220 hverson Cirde Hudson.
Register at bethelhudson.org/grow Men‘s Bible Study: Saturday mornings | 8am | via Zoom.
They welcome any mamn who would like to attend. Contact
Aethan Hart at: hartavi@comcast.net for the Zoom link.

. B L SR e F I L

It's a little different this year, but preschool is going strong!

Cur students are ROCK STARS OF RESILIEMCE! With new protocols
in place, things have changed a lot for some of our littlest kids. But
with the positive, clear, consistent messages from teachers and
staff this world is & bit easier to navigate together.

We remember that adults are comstantly modeling responzes,
attitudes, and behawiors.

BHP students enjoyed the first CHAPEL TIME in the outdoor
worship space, practicing our social distance while we learned the
wirds, songs, and rituals associated with preschool chapel. 3 and
= 4 year-olds are guick learners to know “The

to know “The Lord be with you® and respond
*and also with you”. We sing “Be 5till and Know
that | am God”, to help us remember that our
bodies are =tll when we enter the special

place for worship so that we can focus on God. Mext we light the candle to remember that lesus is

the light of the world and is here with us, we use liturgical colors on our little altar and talk about the
seasons of the church. After the short Bible story we sing “Go now in peace” and close with a reminder
that Jesus koves us all the Bme, no matter what. When the leader says “Go in peace, serve the Lord”, the
children respond “thanks be to God”. It's a special time, and age appropriate for young children. We are
grateful for outdoor spaces that are perfect for waorship.

THANK YOU RALPH VAN KEULEN -
Ralph Van Eesulen, and his family have besn members at Bethel for the past 25 years. For a number of

those years, Ralph served on our church coundil as treasurer. 50 when Bethel decided to bring on a

full-time Business Administrator position in 2013, and Ralph was taking early retirement from Imation,

he was a “natural” for the position!
Though he had expected to fully retire after five years, Ralph has stuck with us in this position for the
past sewen years. In that time, he has grown the position and helped us raise the bar in 50 many areas
here at Bethel.

‘We are so thankful for Ralph's faithful service, and we are a

B better and stronger congregation due to his hard and
conscientious work.

Though we will 5till s2e Ralph and his wife, Kathy around
Bethel as a member, he has now officially “handed the baton®
off to Gwen Cossin as our new full-time business administrator.

Flease be sure to thank Ralph when you get a chance, and to
wiarmly welcome Gwen to our Bethel team.




American Red Cross
Blood Drive at Bethel
Monday, October 19
Downtown Campus
H oon - 6pm
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Bethel in conjunction with HAMA
{Hudson Area Ministerial Assoc) is
encouraging people to sew

facemasks for those in need
Visit: bethethudson org/serve/local/
for more information. including a

E_EHALF[II INFORMATION ON HOW
YOU CAN HELP

"A donation of $400 supports ﬂuhﬂ
for an entire year! Z

VOLUNTEER
OF THE MONTH

Volunteers are the backbone of our ministry at
Bethel. There are so many people of 30 many ages
who do o much to serve God and God's people.
This month we highlight Bobbe Henderson, a Bethel
member since she moved here in 2012 to be close to her two daughters
and families who were Bethel members. Most of her grandchildren are
now grown, but the two youngest ones are in school in Men-::m-::l nie.

Before coming to Hudson, Bobbe worked as a nurse, |
a director of an assisted living center, and lastas a
nursing assistant teacher. At Bethel she's besn on
& worship team, on the personnel committes and
church council, and volunteers in the office.

5She hopes activities at Bethel can soon resume
because she has found it the friendliest, most
welcoming church she's belonged to.

Thamnk you for all you do Bobbe! Bethel Lutheran

Church would not be the congregation it is today
without people like Bobbe sharing their time, gifts, talents and
gxperisnce. We are so thankful to Bobbe for being here and making a
difference here at Bethel!

“Well done, you good and faithiful servant!”
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Your donations will be distnbuted by

“Hurricare Laura o the guil and an inlan:

Hudﬂnn Ou‘t-reach m’e&la for Everyr:rne The HOME. meal committee and Bethel have
been partnenng with local restaurants to provide meal vouchers for those in need on the 1st and 3rd

Thursday of each month. For updates, please wisit bethelhudson org/serve/local/




FALL ACTIVITIES
EDUCATION UPDATES

Classes have started for Sunday School, 6th & 7th
Grade Faith Formation and Bth & Sth Grade
Confirmation!

Sunday 5chool [age 3- 5th Grade) — Sundays online
following 9:30am warship

6th & Tth Grade — Wednesdays at 5pm at Highlands & ocnline via Zoom
a8th & Sth Grade — Wednesdays at 6:30pm at Highlands & online via Zoom

Ethﬁ:f_"ﬂe‘ s y Registration remains open on the Bethel website — it's never too late to
. =

Faith Milestones

-OCTOBRER-

ard Grade

register!

~onfirmation, Saturday

Wednesdays | 7pm
Belhel Highlands
migic deyokicrs socially dstanced fin
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m”‘-\ orship BINGO NIGHT'

This year, to help make Coming in Movember
-.,unﬁrrn tion reaning Jf C Warch for dates & details soon!

Plzase note, In this time of CowidlS, news changes rapidly. Please check
the Betheal website: bethelhudson.org, the Bethel facebook page:
facebook.com/bichudson for updates about upcoming worship
services, meetings, gatherings, and events.
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Lunch

Senior Box
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Visit: bethelhudson.org
for more information
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During
these uncertain
times, please
check the latest '|

| updates regarding

worship, classes
and events at:
bethem_!:l_:_:_lsﬂn.nrg



